Rensselaerville Presbyterian church

(john eldridge)

A service of remembrance and celebration
In observance of the 220th anniversary
Of the first service of worship in the first church building
September 11, 1796

A Service of Remembrance and Celebration
September 11, 2016
4:00 pm
congregation

Call to Worship
God, you have been our refuge
from one generation to another.
Before the mountains were brought forth
or the land and the sea were born,
from age to age you are God.
May the graciousness of the Lord our God be upon us,
and prosper the work of our hands.

congregation

Hymn: “O Thou whose love our lives hath crowned”
“A History of the Rensselaerville Presbyterian Church”
Excerpts
Earliest Days
Recent History

dardis mcnamee
James brookens

rev. Alexandra lusak

Dedication Of The History

Greetings and Remembrances From Former Moderators
Scripture Reading
Second Chronicles 6: 18–21
Thoughts:
Rev. Robert Lamar & Rev. James Miller
Hymn #321 “The Church’s One Foundation”, verses 1 & 2
Scripture Reading
Thoughts:

Matthew 22: 34–40

Rev. Donna Elia & Rev. Joseph Shook

Hymn #307 “God of Grace and God of Glory”, verses 1 & 4
Scripture Reading (Philippians 1: 3–6)
and Prayer
Special Music
Litany of Thanksgiving
Hymn #687 “O God, Our Help in Ages Past”
Welcome of New Members of
Rensselaerville Presbyterian Church
Hymn #305 “Come Sing, O Church, in Joy”
Charge and Blessing

Rev. Lusak
The Village Voices
congregation
congregation
rev. lusak
congregation

rev. lusak

O Thou whose love our lives hath crowned
A Hymn Written To Commemorate The Centennial
Of The Declaration Of Independence
And Sung During A Service In This Church On July 2, 1876

O Thou whose love our lives hath crowned
In whom are all our ways
We lift our earnest hearts to Thee
In hymns of joy and praise.
We thank Thee for the tender care
That kept our (forbears) dear;
That gathered through the varied years,
Thy flock that worshipped here.
O may our lives, for loyalty
Unto Thy Church and Thee,
Be like to theirs, most grand and firm,
When in adversity.
Our (forbears’) God – and ours – we love
To praise Thy holy name,
In psalms their lips so often sung,
Our faith and theirs the same.
Their faith is lost in glorious sight;
Grant us to join above
The best communion of Thy saints,
And share their heaven of love.

Set to hymn tune: amazing grace (#649 in hymnal)

Litany of Thanksgiving

For the church universal and for this congregation of your people,
we give you thanks, O God.
For this place in which we gather for praise and prayer, witness and
service,
we give you thanks, O God.
For your presence among us whenever your Word has been proclaimed,
your sacramental gifts of bread and cup shared,
we give you thanks, O God.
For disciples young and old who have been baptized and nurtured here
in faith,
we give you thanks, O God.
For all who have come here asking your blessing in marriage, seeking
to love with your love,
we give you thanks, O God.
For generations of elders, pastors, and moderators who have led and
loved us, and by the offering of their gifts, equipped us for the work
of ministry,
we give you thanks, O God.
For all the saints who have stood among us, whose memory still
enlivens our faith and emboldens our witness,
we give you thanks, O God.

Receive our gratitude, Holy God,
for the years through which you have led us,
and open us to the future you promise.
In the years that lie ahead,
grant us your encouragement in the work of ministry
and your challenge to our complacency.
Sustained by your Holy Spirit, may we find joy and
peace, strength and courage as we continue to
serve you with energy, intelligence, imagination, and love. AMEN.
(Adapted from the book of occasional services)
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